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The Gifts We Bring

The University of San Diego exists today because of the many
people who have generously shared their professional and
personal gifts throughout its history. Beginning with Bishop
Buddy’s vision of a great Catholic university where none yet
existed, and joining with Mother Hill’s educational philosophy of
beauty, goodness and truth, USD has been enriched by the gifts
of people from diverse backgrounds, cultures, faiths, expressions
and abilities. We are especially mindful of the gifts of the
Kumeyaay peoples who inhabited and tended this land long
before it became Alcala Park, and the wisdom offered by their
ongoing relationship with their ancestral lands.

USD derives its name from the city of San Diego, which was
named in honor of Saint Didacus. St. Didacus was a 14th century
Franciscan who was known for his gift of extraordinary
compassion. The statue of him in the middle of campus depicts
him with a basket of fruit and a pot of soup which he used to
tend to those in need, earning him the name “friend of the poor
and friend of the sick.” The story of his life provides inspiration
for USD’s mission of compassionate service.

When you join USD, you become a part of a distinctly talented
community, one that is dedicated to creating a more inclusive,
sustainable and hopeful world. Your contributions are unique to
you, and they have the potential to make USD a better place for
everyone. By doing a simple practice of naming your gifts,
expressing gratitude for them and looking for ways to share
them, you are more likely to experience job satisfaction, a deeper
sense of belonging and feel more connected to the mission.

May you find inspiration from reading what others have shared
as they begin their time here:
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